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93. PRIMARY WATER QUALITY CRITERIA FOR BATHING WATER  
 

In a water body or its part, water is subjected to several types of uses. Depending on the 

types of uses and activities, water quality criteria have been specified to determine its 

suitability for a particular purpose. Among the various types of users there is one use that 

demands highest level of water quality or purity and that is termed as "Designated Best 

Use" in that stretch of water body. Based on this, water quality requirements have been 

specified for different uses in terms of primary water quality criteria. The primary water 

quality criteria for bathing water are specified along with the rationale in Table 1.  






