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58th Conference of Chairmen  & Member Secretaries of 

Pollution Control Boards / Committees  

 

The 58 th Conference of 

Chairmen & Member Secretaries 

of Pollution Control Boards / 

Committees was jointly 

organized by Central Pollution 

Control Board and Karnataka 

State Pollution Control Board 

during February 21-22, 2014 at 

Hotel ITC-Windsor, Bengaluru.   

 
 

share ideas for achieving the goals set by individual Pollution Control 

Boards.  

 
Dr. Vaman Acharya, Chairman, KSPCB welcomed the delegates from all 

over the country. He emphasized that the PCB‟s/PCC‟s should 

formulate strict guidelines for municipal solid waste management, 

vehicular pollution, sewage pollution and noise pollution apart from 

industrial pollution. The huge quantity of generation of MSW, sewage 

and noise being the major contributors,  due attention is yet to be 

 

The Chairmen and the Member 

Secretaries of CPCB & KSPCB 

inaugurated the conference by watering 

the sapling. Dr. A. B. Akolkar, Member 

Secretary, CPCB welcomed the 

gathering and indicated that the 

conference is not just a technical 

session but an integral approach to  

given for their proper handling 

and management. He pointed out 

repetition of work at various 

levels must be avoided. He 

stressed the need of autonomous 

status of SPCB‟s to make the 

SPCB‟s more people- centric. 

 

Inauguration of the conference 

 Chairmen & MS, CPCB & KSPCB on dias 

Chairman, KSPCB delivering the welcome address  
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Sh. Susheel Kumar, Chairman, CPCB delivered the inaugural address. 

He informed that all PCB‟s/PCC‟s should chalk out future course of 

action plans for pollution abatement programmes through these types 

of conferences by way of disseminating and sharing information. The 

objective of such conference is to interact, address issues, find 

solutions and move forward.  

 
 

 

 

He stressed that all states should function in unison and also they 

should be mentally & physically prepare the waste handling units to 

cater the needs of individual state and as well as neighboring states 

in case of requirement. Movement of wastes within the country should 

not be discouraged considering the provisions in transboundary 

movement of wastes. The chairman also opined that PCB‟s should 

enforce compliance, extend technical guidance to industries & public 

bodies but should not explicitly involve in levying penalties/ price 

related matters.  He invited constructive, concrete suggestions from 

the house to arrive at unanimous decisions.  

 

He emphasized on polluter pay 

principle, online mechanism of 

monitoring pollution sources, 

commissioning of CAAQM station in 

CEPI & severally polluted areas in 

private funds and promotion of 

common treatment facilities. Solid 

waste & sewage management is 

challenge of Urbanization and 

urged the SPCB‟s to devise suitable 

plans with citizens and 

municipalities to tackle the issue.  

Chairman, CPCB delivering the 

opening address 

The inaugural session was concluded 

by Vote of thanks from Sh. Vijay 

Kumar, Member Secretary, KSPCB.  He 

thanked all the dignitaries from 

across India for attending the 

conference. He applauded all 

officers of KSPCB and CPCB for 

toiling hard for the success of the 

event.  

Vote of thanks by Member Secretary, KSPCB 
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The conference addressed 20 common agenda issues and specific 

issues raised by SPCB‟s/PCC‟s. Each agenda item was presented by the 

concerned officer from CPCB and deliberately discussed in the house.  

The technical sessions aimed at a thorough review of implementation 

of Environmental Protection Rules, strengthening of enforcement & 

monitoring mechanism. Further, an unanimous decision was taken 

agreeable and implementable on time bound basis  to the entire 

house.  

 

Dr. A.B. Akolkar, Member Secretary, 

CPCB re-introspected and revisited 

the thoughts of 56 th & 57th  

conferences and also briefed the 

agenda items of the 58 th conference. 

The technical sessions aimed to chart 

out a roadmap for tackling pollution. 

Thus he paved the road for future 

discussions. 

 

Member Secretary, CPCB 

welcoming the gathering 

Dignitaries attending  conference 

Registration Desk     Invocation  
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The major technical issues discussed and the resolutions taken there 

upon are briefed below: 

 

Day-1, 21-2-2014 

S.N Agenda item Resolution 

Technical session I: Air Quality Management  

A-1 States to meet NAAQS 

Setting up of CAAQMS in 

one- Million plus cities 

Agreed to setup one CAAQMs in each  

Million-plus Cities, State Capitals, 

major Religious and Historical Places 

 

Cost sharing by CPCB and SPCB/PCC 

shall be 50:50 respectively  

 

Data to be posted on public domain  

 

In CEPI areas, concerned SPCB to 

enforce setting of CAAQM station in 

private funding.  

A-2 Evolving Air Quality 

index for cities and their  

ranking 

Agreed to evolve uniform Air Quality 

index by a team comprising of CPCB, 

SPCB‟s/PCC‟s, IIT, modelling experts 

and health experts 

 

8 out of 12 parameters will be 

considered for evolving AQI.   

AQI will be used for informing 

people about overall air  quality and 

associated health risk  and for 

ranking of cities.  

 
Presentation of Agenda A-1 

 
presentation of Agenda A-2 & A-3 

A-3 Demonstration of Urb-Air Agreed to develop integrated web 
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System based GIS enabled support system to 

prepare air quality management 

system.  

 

SPCBs may take help of expert 

institutions for developing decision 

support system. 

 

CPCB shall expedite the completion 

of project awarded to C-DAC 

A-4 Views on NAMP To ensure proper operation of all 

the existing stations.  

Technical session II: Water Quality Management  

B-1 Setting up of CWQMS in 

polluted river stretches 

SPCB‟s/PCC‟s to commission CWQMS 

on polluted river stretches and 

expenditure will be met from the 

Cess Reimbursements/Grants of 

SPCBs.  

 

SPCBs will identify the sites and 

CPCB shall extend technical support.  

 

The data generated will be posted in 

public domain.  

B-2 Assessment of water 

quality based on primary 

water quality criteria 

Sub group to be constituted 

comprising of Scientists to discuss 

on water quality parameters  

B-3 Ground water quality 

monitoring 

A MoU will be entered with Central 

& State Ground Water Boards for 

Ground Water Quality Assessment 

and for evolving management plans.  

B-4 Upward revision of water 

cess rates 

SPCB‟s/PCC‟s to send their 

comments to CPCB within a month 

duration 
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Presentation by Advisor, MoEF 

 
Presentation of Agenda- B1, B2 & B3 

Technical session III: Strengthening of Enforcement and Monitoring 

Mechanism- Industrial Pollution Control  

C-1 Inventorization of 

industries under i) 17 

category of highly 

polluting and ii) grossly 

polluting industries 

SPCB‟s to submit revised list of 

industries to CPCB and as well as 

post on website 

C-2 Setting up of on-line 

effluent and emission 

monitoring systems by 

highly polluting 

industries, CETP‟s, 

CHWTSDF‟s and 

CBMWTF‟s 

The states will monitor the 

compliance in polluting industries 

and shall keep vigil for ensuring the 

compliance with the prescribed 

standards.  

 

The SPCBs/PCCs have been directed 

to enforce industries to install 

continuous effluent/emission 

monitoring devices before March 31, 

2015. 

C-3 Criteria for imposing 

Bank Guarantee 

Agreed to propose for amendment in 

Environment (Protection) Act 

particularly for imposing penalties. 

SPCB‟s to submit a detailed note on 

the criteria for imposing BG.  

C-4 Issues related to 

Critically polluted and 

Severally polluted areas 

Action Plans prepared for critically 

polluted areas will be monitored at 

3 levels i.e. at District level, state 

level and national level.  

 

Environmental Quality Monitoring in 

all the 43 CPAs will be completed by 

31 March 2014. 
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The actions plans will be prepared 

for 32 severely polluted areas and 

all the 88 clusters will be monitored 

during 2014-15. 

 

Continuous Environmental Quality 

Monitoring Stations will be installed 

and Health Impact Assessment 

studies will be carried out on 

Polluters Pays Principle.  

 

Agreed to monitor both critically  

and severely polluted areas involving 

SPCB‟s/PCC‟s  

C-5 Surprise inspection of 

industries under ESS 

programme 

The SPCBs/PCCs agreed to 

strengthen pollution control 

compliance in 17 categories of 

Highly polluting industries.   

 

CPCB shall carry out surprise 

inspection of industries involving 

SPCB‟s/PCC‟s on a pilot basis  for 3 

months. 

C-6 harmonization of 

industries under 

Red/Orange/ green 

category 

Working group has been constituted 

to reconcile criteria to be followed 

for categorisation of Red. Orange 

and Green Categories of Industries 

and report will be ready before June 

30, 2014. 

 

The group to be headed by the 

Chairman, WBPCB and assisted by 

GPCB, J&K SPCB and KSPCB  

Day-2, 22-2-2014 

Technical session IV: Waste Management  

E-1 Hazardous waste It was agreed to give impetus on 

utilization of hazardous waste in 

cement kiln and also in other industrial 

processes as supplementary resource or 

E-2 Biomedical waste 

E-3 Plastic waste 

E-4 Municipal Solid waste 
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E-5 E-waste energy recovery.  

 

SPCBs/PCCs will facilitate setting-up 

Hazardous waste pre-processing 

facilities to process recyclable 

hazardous waste for such utilization.  

Common Treatment Storage and 

Disposal Facilities will be set-up on 

priority in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand 

followed by Goa, Pondicherry, Assam, 

Jammu & Kashmir. 

 

SPCBs/PCCs will open an ESCROW 

account for meeting the expenses of 

closed Hazardous waste landfill 

facilities to deal with liability of 

monitoring, mishaps, calamities etc @ 

5% of disposal charges.  

 

SPCBs/PCCs will complete the 

inventory of probably contaminated 

soils/areas. 

Operation of Captive incinerators at 

Hospitals would be discouraged, if 

operated; stricter emission compliance 

shall be ensured as per CPCB 

guidelines.  

 

North Eastern, Goa, A & N Islands and 

Lakshadweep States will avail MoEF 

financial assistance for setting up 

Common Biomedical Waste Treatment 

Facilities.  

 

All the HCFs will be directed to „phase 

out use of mercury based medical 

instruments‟.  

Adjoining states will explore the 

possibility of sharing the common 

facilities.  

E-6 Batteries waste 
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Considering the practical problem in 

implementation, it was agreed that a 

EPR authorization to Producers will be 

issued by a Central Committee at CPCB 

and implemented by SPCBs/PCCs 

 

Continuous persuasion and interactions 

will be made with the municipalities 

for management of Municipal Waste 

(Sewage and Solid) Action Plans will be 

prepared by SPCBs/PCCs.  

 

Inventorization of different category of 

waste and creating adequate facilities 

for their management will be taken up 

on priority. 

 

Interstate coordination will be 

enhanced for management of different 

category of waste.  

Laboratories to be upgraded for 

analysis of different categories of 

wastes. 

 
Presentation of Agenda-E 

 
Presentation of Agenda-C 

Issues raised by SPCB’s/PCC’s  

1 Implementation of 

XGN software through 

NIC 

Gujarat PCB has agreed to extend 

support to all SPCB‟s regarding 

implementation of XGN. MoEF agreed 

to facilitate with NIC to extend support 

to SPCB‟s/PCC‟s 

2 Environmental Audit CPCB shall evaluate the usefulness of 
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Environmental Audit for SPCB‟s/PCC‟s  

3 SPCB‟s and PCC‟s to 

be exempted from 

income tax 

The Chairman, CPCB agreed to write a 

letter to Ministry of Finance to inform 

that the SPCB‟s/PCC‟s were established 

under Environmental Act (The Water 

Act, 1974). 

 

The technical session on February 22, 2014 was concluded by the 

valedictory session presided by Dr. Veerappa Moily Hon‟ble Minister  

 
 

Then Sh. Susheel Kumar, Chairman, CPCB briefed about the two days 

programme and submitted the resolutions taken during the conference 

to the Hon‟ble Minister.  

 
 

  

of Environment & Forests GOI.  

Dr. Vaman Acharya, Chairman, 

KSPCB welcomed Dr. Veerappa 

Moily, Hon‟ble Union Minister 

and Sh. B. Ramanath Rai, 

Karnataka state Minister for 

Forests, Environment and 

Ecology on behalf of Pollution 

Control Boards and thanked for 

chairing the session.  
Welcoming of  Hon‟ble Union Minister 

The Chairman, CPCB informed 

that this was one of the best 

ever conference held so far as it 

was well represented by the 

main decision makers from 

Ministry of Environment & 

Forests, CPCB, chairmen & 

Member Secretaries  of 28 state 

PCB‟s and PCC‟s from 5 Union 

Territories. Welcome of Hon‟ble  Minister GOK 
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                Invocation  

 

Sh.   B. Ramanath Rai, Minister for Forests, Environment and Ecology, 

Government of Karnataka mentioned presently the country has 

witnessed rapid growth in infrastructure & industrialization posing 

tremendous pressure on the Country & public bodies  especially on 

environment. Major Issues like noise pollution, vehicular pollution,  

and climatic changes are the pressing  issues which the PCB‟s have to 

address. He added that use of cleaner fuels, new technologies for 

disposal of municipal solid waste are the need of the hour. He assured 

that GOK shall take all requisite measures for implementation of the 

resolutions in the interest of public.  

 
Hon‟ble Ministers addressing the gathering  

Dr. Veerappa Moily, Hon‟ble Union Minister of Environment & Forests  

stated that he was privileged to be associated with the conference. 

He assured that Central Government shall extend all support for full 

implementation of the resolutions adopted in the interest of achieving 

the goals as per agenda. He informed that pollution abatement is a  

universal problem and has become an issue of “Life & Death” for the 

mankind and every state has to work in total harmony to achieve 

sustainable growth. He applauded that all the PCB‟s  have to discharge 

their duties as soldiers of the country working for pollution control.  

  

He also highlighted that there are 95 non-attainment cities in India 

and enforcement compliance is comparatively weaker and hence the 

need monitoring network strengthening. He emphasized the 

implementation of CNG & PNG in Bangalore city  to reduce vehicular 

pollution. He further added that PCB‟s should work in national spirit 

with absolute transparency and harmony and seek the technical 

guidance of MoEF and CPCB from time to time.  

Hon‟ble Union & State Ministers  
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this conference highly fruitful. He appreciated Sh. S. Nand Kumar, 

CEO, KSPCB and Sh. S. Suresh, CPCB Zonal Officer, Bengaluru 

including all the officials of KSPCB and CPCB dedicatedly worked for 

the remarkable success of the conference.  He stated that achieving 

things is compelled by the words of Minister and Chairman, CPCB.  

Sincere thanks was extended to electronic & print media and the 

logistic provider.  

 

Thus a two days conference held at Bengaluru was concluded with a 

mission to prosper through sustainable growth so as to handover clean 

environment to next generation. It was also decided that the specific 

issues related to regions should be thoroughly discussed in zone -wise 

meetings for which each CPCB Zonal office along with respect ive 

SPCB‟s/ PCC‟s should chalk out the action plans. The technical 

expertise available with MoEF and CPCB must be well utilized by 

SPCB‟s/PCC‟s in drawing these action plans. It was also felt that these 

type of national and zone wise conference should be conducted 

frequently in order to tackle the day to day region wise issues. The 

programme ended with the added responsibility on PCB‟s and solutions 

for the zero tolerance of pollution.  

 

The electronic and print media has given wide coverage in the local 

papers as well as national level and the clippings of the news item are 

annexed. 

 

********* 

The valedictory session was 

concluded by Vote of Thanks from 

the Chairman, KSPCB. He expressed 

his sincere thanks for Hon‟ble 

Union Minister, state minister and 

Chairman of CPCB for making this 

grand event successful.  The 

presence of Chairmen and MS from 

different SPCB‟s/PCC‟s has made  Vote of Thanks by  Chairman, KSPCB 
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